
thriving businesses – strong communities

PRESS RELEASE
Economic Development Council Announces Winners of the 4th Annual
Shelton High School Business Plan Competition
Earnings stronger than corresponding quarter for previous fiscal year.

Shelton, July 5, 2017: The Economic Development Council of Mason County and Shelton School
District hosted their 4th annual business plan competition on May 23, 2017, among high school
students, to continue encouraging new business development ideas. The competition came
from a desire to help students push their business ideas closer toward reality with advice and
review from members of our local business community and to foster the development of these
new businesses to be owned and operated by residents of Mason County.

Out of all the business plans submitted, 12 of those moved forward to present their ideas. The
students displayed and pitched their ideas for starting a new business to a panel of three
community members and received helpful feedback on how to continue moving forward. The
panel included Andrew Bertrand with Our Community Credit Union, Kristin Masteller with Mason
County PUD No. 1, and Mason County Commissioner Randy Neatherlin. The top five students
received a full scholarship, with college credits, to Washington Business Week where they will be
part of a company in a college level business simulation to develop new products while
managing operations.

Congratulations to the top five students Karlee Manke, Anita Jensen, Isabella Nicolas, McKenzie
Holcomb, and Micah Giberson. Their plans range from a coffee house to survival multiplayer
service provider to a vintage boutique to a therapeutic ranch.
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Kristin Masteller said, “This is such an amazing experience. I have been so impressed with these
students and their willingness to develop, share, and refine their ideas.”

Washington Business Week Programs are experiential, intensive pathways that dive deep into the
world of entrepreneurship, career development, and building life skills. They allow a student take
a test run of college life, make new friends, explore careers, network with professionals from
prominent companies, earn college credits and maybe even win a scholarship. All in just one
week! With the guidance of a mentor from the business community, solve real-world challenges
while role-playing as a marketing, finance or production team mate. This is the place to ignite
your potential.

We would also like to recognize and thank our sponsor, Pacific Mountain Workforce
Development Council. Our partnership is focused on preparing people to build their own
business or to successfully meet the needs of the local employers.


